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you HAP 
KIMI-CHAN OVER 
AUU THE TIME/ ANP 
I COUUP HEAR THE 
SEWING MACHINE 
AUU THE WAV 
POWN THE HAUU. 
ANYONE WOUUP 
WONPER. 
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MIKU & FRIENDS 
COLLABORATION!! 


In the series, Nagisa and her 
friends cosplay the Vocaloids. 

Here are some bonus 
illustrations of their costumes!! 





m\^o. 

imvite d m, 

£OT I' A/) 

SAlCUm. 
this rim. 



th-th- 
thank 
you M 

LETTING 

MEW 

THIS!!! 


c^RMer i€, 
PRESEMTED iu 

WITH CR/ptoW 
FUTURE a/iedm, 
IMC. 










i Hope... i 

CAN FINISH 
MV COSTUMF 
IN TIMF FOR 

■me NeXT 
eveNT... 


THeN 

we'uu HAve 
TO WORK 
HARO 







































HAVE A SEAT 
WHEREVER. 


IgPj 


M? 9ical Rid ing Hood lin,n. 




























WHAT?/ 
ARE YOU 
OKAY?/ 


FOR 

NOW... 

yes. 
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“Hatsune Miku” is a singing synthesizer application 

developed by Crypton Future Media, Inc. 






































































































































IN FACT, I 
THINK I'VE 
ONLY SEEN 
HER TURN 
THE ENERGY 
UEVEL POWN 
WHEN SHE'S 
EATING OR 
iOlNG TO THE 
BATHROOM. 




ANC? 

SHE'S BEEN 
POSING 
THE WHOUE 
TIME. 




























































































































































KIMIKO BABA 
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BUT WHAT 
REALLY 
BOTHERS 
ME... 



AND I'M 
GETTING 
FARTHER 
AND 

FARTHER 
AWAY 
FROM IT. 



EVEN I CAM 
RECOGNIZE 
QUALITY 
WHEN I 
SEE IT. 

# 

•# 


i 











...WHEN 

WE'RE 

STANDING 

NEXT 
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aww, you 

PON'T 

PRINK? 

ONE 

WON'T 

HURT. 
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One 

month 

Later 



THANKS 

FOR 

COMING/ 


KIMIKO. 


EH HEH HEH/ 
THANKS FOR 
HAVING ME/ 


OH, KIMI- 
CHAN/ IT 
HAS BEEN 
A WHIUE, 
HASN'T 
IT? 


HOW ARE 

you? 


p 


i "wS 

HEUUO, 

/r— ( mm\ 7 


MA'AM/ 

SS ( 

/pTri A 








































VOICE RCTOR EVEDT: | An event where the voice actors from 


game appear on stage and do talk shows and concerts. 
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is—aa 

MEIKQ 

x 

HAYAMA 
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d> 
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PON'T you 
THINK? 
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but you ljh 

CAN BUY YES. I'M 
COSTUMES SURPRISED 
CHEAPER you KNOW 
NOW, SO that 

FEWER 
PEOPLE 
AE6 

MAKING 
THEIR 
OWN... 
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IF IT'S THAT 
IMPORTANT 
TO HER... 


LOCKED SO 
DESPERATE. 
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LOT OF 
PBOPLa 
I m^HAVa 

Webn pap. 


6CR0U 


AT LEAST 
HER FACE 
LOOKS 
PRETTY 
DIFFERENT 
WITH THAT 
MAKEUP 
ON... 












Shocking! Post your most embarrassing 


cosplay photos \("o")/ 


I o I o I o I 





































































































KAITD 

x 


NAGISA KATAURA 
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THIS 


ISN 


THE 


DATA 


FOR 


RESEND 


NOW/ 
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BUT SHB 
NEVER 
REPLIES. 


Sent 


Hayama-san ** 


***.ne.jp 


How are you? 


*/* */2q* 


It’s been a while. This is 
Kataura. How have you been? 


I'VE 
SENT 
HER A 
FEW 
EMAILS. 






































































172 
















































SO I 
LOOKUP 
IT UP TO 
FI IMP OUT 
MORE... 
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orz.3 bo nus Original ITIanga 




/\/iy 

M^AMe IS 
MVAKo 

kataura. 







































































































































CO^pl^x <XQt(3) 


,oLK^ Sta^ 

RANA *sAT6 
NA^omU HARA6UCH1 
Yo^HITAKA MlZ-UTANl 

V AEnA miyA^ATo 

YoRo 

■ HclPsta^ 

RomATSU-RUN, 
HACHIK AN 

THANRS, AS USUAL!! 


roHEI NAWATA 
wlzuRl nARA^HImA 

BDTToU. 

RoJI tERAYAmA 
NAtsumi OMICHI 


TH1€ VOLUME 
n WOULDN'T 
V HAVE HAPPENED 
| ^ WITHOUT YOU!! 

I WILL SWEAT IT 
OUT AS I WORR * 
ON VOLUME 



SPECIAL 

tWa^V- 5 1 


THANR YOU To 
EVERYONE WHo 
MADE TIME to 
HAN6 OUT WITH 
ME! 
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► Page 27 
Kagamine Rin 

A character from 
the virtual singer 
software developed 
by Crypton Future 
Media, Inc. She is a 
14-year-old girl who 
is 152 cm (5'0") tall 
and weighs 43 kg 
(94.8 lbs). 


production of photo books, 
some layers distribute their 
albums at dojinshi fairs and 
other such events. 

► Page 18 

"What's a 'layer'?" 

Cosplay has been around 
since the 1970s, but "costume 
player" was not generally ab¬ 
breviated to "layer" until the 
1990s. Until then, they were 
called "people who cosplay" 
and other similar terms. 



Rin, 156 cm (5' 1") tall, and 
weighs 47 kg (103.6 lbs). 
His voice is provided by the 
same actress as Rin, Asami 
Shimoda. 

Lion 

Short for lion board, the 
common name for koyo soft 
board. It was originally mar¬ 
keted as construction or pack¬ 
ing material, but because it is 
durable and easy to work 
with, it has gained a lot of 



on to the fabric but sticks to 
it with glue, making it easier 
to use. It is currently the pre¬ 
ferred type of interfacing. 
There are two main types— 
the adhesive type, and the 
heat-activated iron-on type. 


► Page 28 
Fusible interfacing 

A material used to compen¬ 
sate when the outer layer of 
fabric is not enough to per¬ 
form properly. For example, 
it can support the outer layer 
from the inside to create a 
beautiful silhouette, prevent a 
costume from losing shape or 
becoming loose, or enhance 
the thickness or hardness of 
the material. Fusible interfac¬ 
ing doesn't have to be sewn 


n.16 

► Page 13 

Album 

To a cosplayer, an album isn't for 
one's own enjoyment so much as to 
show off to other people. When oth¬ 
ers see the pictures in an album, they 
can instantly see a cosplayer's history, 
and when photographing together 
for the first time, some layers show 
their albums in lieu of an introduc¬ 
tion. Thanks to the recent spread of 
web services that allow for the easy 


Her main feature is her "strong, pow¬ 
erful voice." Following on the heels 
of the influential Hatsune Miku, she 
was part of the second installment of 
the Character Vocal Series of soft¬ 
ware that allows the user to synthe¬ 
size a singing voice, which was re¬ 
leased in December 2007. Her voice 
is provided by Asami Shimoda. 

Kagamine Len 

A boy character packaged along 
with the aforementioned Kagamine 
Rin software. He is 14 years old like 


"It's basically a sailor suit." 

Kagamine Rin and Len's costumes 
are based on the sailor suit design. 
Costumes like this that are based 
on clothes that really exist are the 
best entry point for beginning cos¬ 
tume makers. Recently, with layer 
popularity in mind, some anime and 
games have been introducing many 
characters wearing easy-to-construct 
uniforms and gym clothes. 













their costumes should not be restricted 
to officially licensed products, when the 
market becomes infested with unlicensed 
merchandise, it deals significant damage 
to properties that pay for production costs 
with sales of character merchandise, and 
it could even make it difficult for the series 
to continue. To protect the media content, 
it is hoped that the consumers will refuse 
to buy unlicensed merchandise. 

► Page 33 

Hatsune Miku 

The character from the first installment of 


► Page 30 

"One of the costumes they 
were selling in a store." 

Cities like Ikebukuro and Akihabara 
have several stores that sell costumes. 
Some of them do not get the official 
license to sell the costumes, and occa¬ 
sionally the rights holders will discover 
this and issue a cease and desist order 
(further, the act of a layer creating and 
wearing a costume for personal enjoy¬ 
ment is not illegal, but it is illegal to 
sell that costume). While some people 
are of the opinion that layers who buy 


Cosplay magazines 

There are several cosplay magazines 
with indefinite release schedules, but 
very few that go on sale regularly. 
Dengeki Layers, published by Asci 
Media Works, used to be a bimonthly 
magazine, but it moved to an indefinite 
print schedule in 2009, and is virtu¬ 
ally discontinued. Currently, the only 
cosplay magazine with a regular print 
schedule is Cosplay Mode, published 
by Famima.com, which supervises this 
lexicon. 


Luka-ne 

Megurine Luka. 
A character 
featured in the 
third installment 
of the CV series, 
following Hat¬ 
sune Miku and 
Kagamine Rin/ 
Len. A 20-year- 
old woman who 
is 162 cm (5'4") 
tall and weighs 
45 kg (99.2 lbs). 



tive works (such as nonprofit 
release of songs sung by 
Hatsune Miku), as well as the 
noncommercial sale of deriva¬ 
tive works (the nonprofit sale 
of Hatune Miku CDs) using the 
Piapro Link system. Because of 
this, her popularity exploded 
among creators of all kinds of 
derivative works, and Hatsune 
Miku has grown into a na¬ 
tional sensation. 


the CV series that went on sale in Au¬ 
gust 2007. A 16-year-old girl who is 
158 cm (5'2") tall and weighs 42 kg 
(92.6 lbs). Her voice is provided by 
Saki Fujita. This software was revolu¬ 
tionary because it officially recognized 
the creation of derivative works (pub¬ 
lishing songs sung by Hatsune Miku 
and illustrations using her likeness, for 
example) under certain conditions. The 
Piapro Character License outlined at 
Crypton Future Media, INC.'s website, 
www.piapro.net, allows the creation 
of noncommercial, nonprofit deriva- 


pression, so the problem is still in need 
of a solution. 

n.19 

► Page 65 

Karaoke 

In recent years, almost every karaoke ma¬ 
chine has an anison (see volume 2) cat¬ 
egory. It's becoming common for not only 
anime fans but everyone to sing anison, 
and songs like Yoko Takahashi's "Cruel 
Angel's Thesis" (opening theme to Neon 
Genesis Evangelion ) and Yoshimi Iwa- 
saki's "Touch" (opening theme to Touch ) 


► Page 49 

Sitting pose 

There are some slimy photogra¬ 
phers who try to sneak pictures of 
a layer's undergarments. (Note: 
See the note in volume 1: "The 
picture was right there for the tak¬ 
ing. lolol" (unauthorized photo).) 
Of course, many photographers 
will not do this, and if a rule is 
put in place forbidding pictures 
from a low angle, it would restrict 
a photographer's freedom of ex- 



Her voice 
is pro¬ 

vided by 
Yu Asaka- 
wa. What 
makes her 
unique is 
that she is 
a bilingual 
singer, who 
can sing 
in English 
as well as 
Japanese. 


member" and referring to a fan's favor¬ 
ite member of an idol group. The word 
"oshi-men" became part of the vernacu¬ 
lar with the rise to fame of the idol group 
AKB48. In 2011, itwas nominated for U- 
Can's new word of the year. Now people 
have started using "XX-oshi" to refer to 
their favorite character in an anime. 

n.20 

► Page 87 

"Re-animated scenes" 

When pre-existing anime is made into a 
movie that recaps the series' story, scenes 


are currently list¬ 
ing high in the 
rankings. 


► Page 81 
Team Ururu 
(Team XX) 

The Japanese 
term, "Ururu-os- 
hi", comes from 
"ichi-oshi mem¬ 
ber ( oshi-men )", 
meaning "most 
recommended 





















the needs of these voice acting fans, and schedule permit, scenes will be redrawn 
The events themselves are becoming just as they would be for a movie, 
bigger productions, and making _ t-i 
more and more money. 


► Page 122 

Dress Form 

A type of mannequin. It often refers 
to mannequins that are only a torso, 
which is why in Japan they are 
called torso, after the Italian word 
for "torso." On the inexpensive 
side, one can purchase a dress form 
for two or three thousand yen ($20- 


► Page 118 

Voice Actor Event 

An event during which the voice actors for 
an anime or game will appear on stage for 
a talk show and/or concert. In recent years, 
voice actors are being idolized more than 
ever, and more and more viewers are start¬ 
ing to watch an anime because they are fans 
of a particular voice actor. The number of 
voice actor events has also increased to meet 


will be re-animated to make them high¬ 
er quality than what the viewers saw on 
TV. With a TV series, a strict schedule 
must be maintained in order to air a 
new episode every week, and some¬ 
times quality will go down as a series 
gets into its second half (especially bad 
instances of this are called "art fail"). 
But moving pictures can't be fixed by 
merely redrawing a single picture, so 
even revisions require an extraordinary 
amount of work on the part of the staff. 
In recent years, when a series is sold in 
a box set, like on Blu-ray, if the budget 


tendance of 560,000. This number 
created a sensation when it was dis¬ 
cussed in NHK's January 2015 TV 
program for general viewing, 'The 
Unknown World of Comiket." 

► Page 140 

Cosplay Card 

Almost every layer has made her 
own cards and carries several dif¬ 
ferent versions. In many cases, the 
card will have a picture of the layer 
cosplaying her favorite character, 
and list her ID for cosplay commu- 


ing dress form, which is soft enough to stick 
pins into). 

n.22 

► Page 137 

Comiket 

Short for Comic Market, the largest dojinshi 
fair in the world. Held twice every year—in 
August (Summer Comiket) and December 
(Winter Comiket)—at Tokyo Big Sight (see 
volume 1). The duration of the event is gen¬ 
erally three days. Comic Market 87, held 
from December 28-30, 2014, records an at- 



Worldwide cosplay 
competition 

The World Cosplay Summit, a co¬ 
splay event that attracts cosplayers 
from all over the world. In began in 
Nagoya in 2003 as a way to bring 
cosplayers together from every 
country, and to recognize the over¬ 
seas popularity of Japan's anime 
and manga. In 2005, the Cosplay 
Championship, a contest to deter¬ 
mine the best cosplay performers in 
the world, was held at the World's 
Fair in Expo Dome, gaining a lot 


Animate, in conjunction with the cosplay 
photo studio, Hacostudio. At their Hallow¬ 
een Cosplay Fest in October 2014, they 
attracted ten thousand cosplayers over the 
course of two days. 

TdC 

Short for Tonari de Co¬ 
splay Haku (Cosplay Fair 
Nextdoor), a cosplay 
event held at Tokyo Big 
Sight's neighbor TFT (To¬ 
kyo Fashion Town Build¬ 
ing) alongside summer 
and winter Comiket. 


nity sites Cure and Archive (see volume 

2). 

n.23 

► Page 154 

Acosta! 

A cosplay event in Ikebukuro's Sun¬ 
shine City 
sponsored 

the cosplay 
brand of 
the anime, 
comic, and 
game chain 




► Page 162 

Skimpy costumes 

Costumes with a high degree of skin exposure 
are not entirely uncommon among cosplay- 
ers. Some say that their favorite character 
just happens to wear clothes that show a lot 
of skin, while others go out of their way to 
choose characters based on the skimpiness 
of their costume. (See volume 2, "High skin 
to fabric ratio.") The cosplay dojinshi fair 
Cosholic is famous for attracting layers who 
like to show their skin. Children under 18 
years of age are not allowed to attend this 



of attention for the 
event. More coun¬ 
tries participate in the 
summit every year, 
with 22 countries ac¬ 
counted for in 2014. 
Performers who make 
it through the selec¬ 
tion process in their 
various countries can 
participate in the con¬ 
test, and are judged 
on craftmanship, sto¬ 
ry, and faithfulness to 
the source material. 














Translation notes 


PRGE27 

THE LETTER A 


The note Nagisa 
actually wrote 
to herself is 
to think of the 
Chinese konji 
character for the 
number eight, 
which looks like 
this: A. The 
reader can see 

it in the sketch, as Nagisa has drawn arrows to show the shape of 
the costume. The translators adapted the note to the letter A, which 
readers are going to recognize more readily. 



PRGE3H 

DRAINED MY LYMPHS 

Massaging one's 
lymph nodes is a 
way to detox and 
improve one's com¬ 
plexion, which gives 
one a younger look. 

Nagisa must have 
lot of time 
her neck and 
face the night before in 
order to maximize the effects and make herself look more chibi—o 
Japanese word referring to small children. 


spent a 
rubbing 



NO, NO. 
PIFF6R6NT 
IN A 
GOOD 
WAY/ 

tavtoA 





















PRGE35 

LUKA-NE 

Ne (pronounced 
"nay") means 
older sister, and 
is often attached 
to the name of 
someone the 

sees as 
, more 
mature type. At 
20 years old, Luka 
is one of the older Vocaloids, so the others would see her as an 
older sister figure. 


speaker 
an older 




some kind of club. 

Because of the ubiquity of club activities, students who were not in 
a club came to be known as members of a club anyway—the go- 
home club. 









PAGE 121 

TSUNDERE 


vJlTrt 



W... 

WELL 

WHAT 

ABOUT 

you?/ 


For readers 
unfamiliar 
with Japa¬ 
nese anime 
and manga 
tropes, tsun- 
dere comes 
from tsun-tsun 
(meaning 
prickly) and 
dere-dere 

(meaning lovestruck). A tsundere is a character whose first reac¬ 
tion to other people is prickly and mean, but because they care 
deep down, sometimes those ooey-gooey emotions will show 
through. 



you've 

BEEN 

SEEING 


PAGE 152 

CABARET 
GIRL'S CARD 

A cabaret girl 
is a girl who 
works at a 
type of bar 
called a caba¬ 
ret club. These 
are places men 

can go to enjoy the company of women while they drink. For this 
reason, the women who entertain men at such venues can be seen 
as a modern form of geisha. 































The Heroic Legend of 

ARSLAN 

READ THE NEW SERIES FROM THE CREATOR OF 
FULLMETAL ALCHEMIST, HIROMU ARAKAWA/ 
NOW A HIT TV SERIES/ 

















"Maria's brand of righteous 
justice/ passion and plain talking 
make for one of the freshest 
manga series of 2015. I dare any 
other book to top it." 

—UK Anime Network 


PURITY AND j 
POWER 

As a war to determine the rightful ruler of / 
medieval France ravages the land, the witch 
Maria decides she will not stand idly by as 
men kill each other in the name of God and 
glory. Using her powerful magic,j>he summons 
various beasts and demons —even going as fai 
as using a succubus to seduce soldiers into sub¬ 
mission under the veil of night-all to stop th& 

needless slaughter. However, after the Arch¬ 
angel Michael puts an end to her meddling, he 
curses her to lose her powers if she ever gives 
up her virginity. Will she forgo the forbidden 
fruit of adulthood in order to bring an 
the merciless machine of war? 

Available now in print and digitally! 


©Mayasuki Ishikawa /Kodansha, Ltd. All rights reserved. 









DON'T MISS THE MOST ACCLAIMED 
ACTION MANGA OF 2013! 



“It will be impossible to stop watching this story 
unfold.” —Japan Media Arts Awards jury 


“Gripping doesn’t begin to describe Vinland Saga. 
5 stars.” —ICv 2 

"Deeply engrossing... If you have any interest at 
all in Vikings, the Medieval period, or pirates, this 
is not a series you want to miss.” 

—Anime News Network 


“The art is gorgeous, a combination of beautiful 
cartooning and realistic backgrounds. Yukimura 
is also a master of pacing, both in frenetic battle 
scenes and charged emotional moments.” 

—Faith Erin Hicks, Friends With Boys 

“For those who love Berserk, you’ll love this too... 
Worth the long wait.” 

—A Case Suitable for Treatment 















Ichiro Inuyashiki is down on his luck. He looks 

OLDER THAN HIS 58 YEARS, HIS CHILDREN DESPISE HIM, AND 
HIS WIFE THINKS HE*S A USELESS COWARD. So WHEN HE’S 
DIAGNOSED WITH STOMACH CANCER AND GIVEN THREE MONTHS 
TO LIVE, IT SEEMS THE ONLY ONE WHO’LL MISS HIM IS HIS DOG. 


Then a blinding light fills the sky, and the old man 

IS KILLED... ONLY TO WAKE UP LATER IN A BODY HE ALMOST 
RECOGNIZES AS HIS OWN. CAN IT BE THAT ICHIRO INUYASHIKI 
IS NO LONGER HUMAN? 



COMES IN EXTRA-LARGE EDITIONS WITH COLOR PAGES! 










"The word 
heartwarming 
was made for 
manga like this. 
-Manga Book- 
\ shelf 


commentary... delivers 
in its depth of char- 
t acter and emotional 
L strength." -Comics A 
Bulletin 


Shoya is a bully. When Shoko, a girl who can't hear, enters his ele¬ 
mentary school class, she becomes their favorite target, and Shoya 
and his friends goad each other into devising new tortures for her. 
But the children's cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the 
school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the blame. Six years lat¬ 
er, the two meet again. Can Shoya make up for his past mistakes, 
or is it too late? 

Available now in print and digitally I 


© Yoshitoki 


Oima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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r "A harsh 




















































Mei Tachibana has no friends — and says she doesn’t need them! 

But everything changes when she accidentally roundhouse kicks the most 
popular boy in school! However, Yamato Kurosawa isn’t angry in the slightest— 
in fact, he thinks his ordinary life could use an unusual girl like Mei. But winning 
Mei’s trust will be a tough task. How long will she refuse to say, “I love you”? 

© Kanae Hazuki / Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


Praise for the anime: ,, V.r ; V' 

m , 

“The show provides a pleasant vv indow 
on the highs and lows of.young love with 
two young people w lin aiv tirM timers at 
the real thing.” 

• -The Fandom Post 
“Always it is smarter, more poetic, more 
touching, jusSplain better than you think -..: 
to be.” 









Fairy Tail takes place in a world filled with magic. 17-year-old Lucy ist 
a wizard-in-training who wants to join a^magic guild so that she can 
become a full-fledged wizard. She dreams of joining the most famous guild, 
known as Fairy Tail. One day she meets Natsu, a boy raised by a dragon 
which vanished when he was young. Natsu has devoted his life to finding 
his dragon father. When Natsu helps Lucy out of a tricky situation, she 
discovers that he is a member of Fairy Tail, and our heroes’ adventure 
together begins.^ /§ 




Omnibus edition offaiby 


CONTAINS VOLUMES 1-5 


NEARLY 1,000 PAGES' 

EXTRA LARGE 7 X10.5" TRIM SIZE' 


ONLY $39*99: 


HIGH-QUALITY PAPER' 


I 






























'Y7 very funny manga , with a ^ 
lotjof heart andcharacter.'U 
t^Rdventuresin Poor^Tastej 


SWAPPED 


Class troublemaker Ryu Yamada is already having a bad day when he 
stumbles down a staircase along with star student Urara Shiraishi. 
When he wakes up, he realizes they have switched bodies-and that 
Ryu has the power to trade places with anyone just by kissing them/ 
Ryu and Urara take full advantage of the situation to improve their 
lives, but with such an oddly amazing power, just how long will they be 
able to keep their secret under wraps? 

Available now in print and digitally/ 
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This series never fails to 
put a smile on my face.” 
-Dramatic Rev 


OPPOSITES ATTRACT..MAYBE? 

Haru Yoshida is feared as an unstable and violent “monster.” 
Mizutani Shizuku is a grade-obsessed student with no friends. 
Fate brings these two together to form the most unlikely pair. Haru 


firmly believes he’s in love with Mizutani and she firmly believes 

he’s insane. KODflNSHA 
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